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TAGS: USINIC, IN 

SUBJECT: ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL SUBCOMMISSION - STATUS 
REPORT 

REF: STATE 40279 

1. DESPITE INQUIRIES WE HAVE STILL MADE NO PROGRESS ON 
OBTAINING REPLIES ON OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS, INCLUDING 
JOINT BUSINESS COUNCIL. YESTERDAY WE WERE PROMISED ANSWERS 
IN A "FEW DAYS". POSTPONEMENT OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S 

TRIP WILL OF COURSE REMOVE THE PRESSURES ON INDIAN OFFICIALS 
TO REPLY. 

2. INFORMALLY WE KNOW THAT THE GOI WILL APPOINT HARISH 
MAHINDRA, NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT OF FICCI AS INDIAN CHAIR- 
MAN OF THE COUNCIL. WE RECOMMEND, HOWEVER, THAT US CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE HOLD OFF ON ANY APPROACH TO HIM UNTIL WE RECEIVE 
SOMETHING FORMAL. 
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